Babler Tours

S1666 State Rd 42

Sturgeon Bay, WI  54235

920-856-6675 or 1-800-763-0146
Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta
October 3rd to October 11, 2024
Thursday, October 3rd:
Juice – Water – Muffins 

Morning Break

Lunch on your own 

Afternoon Break
Hotel for this evening – Osceola, IA
Friday, October 4th: 
Travel to Liberal, KS
Saturday, October 5th: 
Depart Liberal and travel across the panhandle of Oklahoma and a corner of Texas before entering the “Land of Enchantment ”, New Mexico.  Arrive in Tucumcari for lunch on your own and some fun Route 66 sights.  Then continue westward to Albuquerque where you will meet your Southwest Adventure Tours, tour  director and check into you hotel.  After a little time to relax, take a short drive to Balloon Fiesta Park to enjoy dinner at the Chaser Club with direct access onto Fiesta Field for a Balloon Glow and After Glow/Fireworks Show.  The Balloon Glow starts when all the Balloons fire their burners and light up at the same time.  It is perhaps the most spectacular single moment in all of Balloon Fiesta.  The Balloon Glow is followed by New Mexico’s most spectacular fireworks display.  Together they are Balloon Fiesta’s most popular event.

Sunday, October 6th:
Today you will learn why Albuquerque is called the Balloon Capitol of the world as you experience the Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta.  Depart for an early morning transfer to Fiesta Field to witness the Dawn Patrol and have breakfast included at the Chasers Club.  The Dawn Patrol pilots takes off in the dark and fly until it is light enough to see landing sites.  Just at dawn when the winds are calmest watch the Mass Ascension in a rainbow of colors.  Later this morning, take a drive through Albuquerque, “The Jewel of the American Southwest,” on you way to historic Old Town and visit the Albuquerque Museum which focuses on the art, history, and culture of Albuquerque.  Then enjoy free time to explore hidden courtyards, stroll under covered portals and shop at the many fine specialty stores and galleries around the plaza on your own.  Old Town’s treelined plaza and charming adobe buildings and churches are sure to delight the sightseer and shopper!  After an exciting day, return to your hotel with the rest of the evening free to relax and have dinner on your own. 
Monday, October 7th:
Today we are off to Santa Fe.  The Turquoise Trail, named for the exquisite mineral that was once mined here, leads you to your first stop of the day, the real-life ghost town of Madrid.  Madrid looks exactly like a ghost town should, with its rows of empty, ramshackle houses that once were the homes of three thousand miners and their families.  The only sign of life now is the artists who come to paint this picturesque place, and who display their wares to the interested buyer.  After time to explore this relic of the past, continues on to the first state capitol in the United States, “ The Royal City of the Holy Faith of Saint Francis”, better known as Santa Fe.  Founded in 1609, the city offers many historic and scenic delights.  Your tour will be a combination of driving and walking to the many famous sights including the historic Santa Fe Plaza with a view of the Palace of Governors, the Loretto Chapel, a miniature model of the Sainte-Chapelle in Paris, and the oldest church in New Mexico and more.  Enjoy free time for lunch on your own and to explore the many wonderful shops and art galleries Santa Fe is famous for.  Take a chance to stroll through the Indian market, where native arts and crafts are available directly from the artists who created them.  Later in the afternoon, return to Albuquerque and join the group for some wonderful New Mexico cuisine at the local favorite restaurant.
Tuesday, October 8th:
This morning, join the group for an experience high above the valley as you ride on the Sandia Peak Tramway for spectacular views.  You will ascend one of America’s most stunning urban peaks.  Reaching the 10,378-foot crest of the Sandia Mountains, an 11,000 square mile panoramic view awaits you.  It’s an elevation of the body, mind and soul in a mere 15 minutes.  Then depart Albuquerque and begin your journey eastward along Route 66 with a few stops along the way.  Arrive in Santa Rosa with some time for lunch on your own. Then continue east following the Mother Road entering Texas for Route 66 must see stop, Cadillac Ranch.  Invented and built by a group of art-hippies imported from San Francisco. Ten Caddies were driven into one of Stanley Marsh 3’s fields, then half-buried, nose-down, in the dirt (supposedly at the same angle as the Great pyramid of Giza).  They face west in a line, from the 1949 Club Sedan to the 1963 Sedan de Ville, their tail fins held high for all to see on the empty Texas panhandle. Arrive in Amarillo for overnight and check into your hotel.  This evening enjoy a wonderful Texas experience as you join the group for a Texas style steak dinner at the Big Texan.
Wednesday, October 9th:
Continue your journey eastward to Elk City for touring of the National Route 66 Museum.  The National Route 66 Museum focuses on the people who lived, worked, and traveled the “Mother Road” and offers visitors a classic walk through all eight states, highlighted by realistic murals and vignettes depicting the eras of the road and interesting places that made Route 66 so famous.  Next arrive in Oklahoma City with some free time in the Bricktown Area to explore and have lunch own.  After lunch enjoy touring of the National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum.  With more than 28,000 Western and American Indian art works and artifacts, the National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum is home to one of the most comprehensive collections of Western art in the world. From fine art, pop culture and Hall of Fame to Native American objects, historical cowboy gear, shopping and dining, the Museum is a must-see destination.  Enjoy a guided tour of the galleries and some free time to wander on your own.  Then continue to POPS, an iconic stop along the Old Hwy, for an afternoon treat.  POPS is a traditional drive-in with all your favorite burgers, hot dogs, fries and shakes on the menu as well as pop.  With over 600 different kids of soda, a POPS soda guru can guide you to a refreshing alternative or an old time favorite.  This evening, arrive in Tulsa for overnight.  Visit the Mother Road Market for dinner on your own.
Thursday, October 10th: 

This morning, say goodbye to your Southwest Adventure Tours tour director and depart Tulsa with a stop at an iconic Route 66 attraction, the Blue Whale of Catoosa.  Then travel to Claremore for touring of the Will Rogers Memorial Museum.  Will Rogers will meet the group and take them on a guided tour.  Not only a cowboy, Will was also the top motion picture box-office star from 1933 to 1935, he is in the Aviation Hall of Fame, the International Polo Hall of Fame, was the most widely-read syndicated newspaper columnist by 1935, wrote six books, anchored America’s first coast-to-coast radio show in 1928, and was the star of a highly popular Sunday evening radio program of commentary and entertainment. He was certainly more than just a cowboy!  Continue along Route 66 to the town of Miami, OK for lunch on your own.  This afternoon, explore more sights along the Route 66 corridor as you travel to the St. Louis area for overnight.  Evening free for dinner on your own
Friday, October 11th:

Travel Day
We will have snacks and beverages (water) available daily.  

All itineraries are subject to change.  Every attempt will be made to include all shows and sites mentioned within this itinerary.  At times, circumstances beyond our control such as lines, traffic, closures, weather and late arrivals can severely restrict timing and cause items to be excluded.  All timing, except scheduled appointments, is approximate.

Note:  At times Restaurant menus may change at the discretion of the Restaurant Management. These circumstances are beyond the control Babler Bus Service Inc.  
Cost:  Dbl Occ. $2,545.00/ Triple Occ. $2,380.00/ Quad Occ. $2,290.00/Single $3,280
