Babler Tours

S1666 State Rd 42

Sturgeon Bay, WI  54235

920-856-6675 or 1-800-763-0146
Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta
October 6th thru October 16th, 2020
Departures:  6:00 am Maplewood (Babler Bus) 



 6:20 am Dykesville (Park & Ride Hwy 57)



 6:45 am Green Bay GV & 172 Park & Ride on Hoffman Rd



 7:15 am Manitowoc Park & Ride (across from Perkins)
Tuesday, October 6th:
Travel Day
Hotel – Drury Southwest St. Louis 
Wednesday, October 7th: 
Breakfast at Hotel
After breakfast we will get back on the road with stops along the way into Oklahoma City. Once we check into our hotel located in the beautiful Bricktown area we will enjoy dinner with the group before taking an inspiring nighttime stroll through the Oklahoma City Memorial. The Outdoor Symbolic Memorial is a place of quiet reflection which honors the victims, survivors, rescuers, and all who were changed forever on April 19, 1995. It encompasses the now-sacred soil where the Murrah Building once stood, as well as the surrounding area devastated during the attack. (B,D)
Thursday, October 8th: 
Depart Oklahoma City and follow the same path as the “Mother Road,” Route 66 with a rest stop along the way. All too soon you will enter great State of Texas and arrive in Amarillo with free time in the historic Route 66 District for lunch on own and shopping. Depart Amarillo traveling west on I-40 (Route 66) with a picture stop at Cadillac Ranch, another iconic Route 66 experience. Then cross the border into the Land of Enchantment, New Mexico. Your destination this afternoon is Albuquerque where you’ll meet your local Western Leisure tour director. This evening enjoy the traditional cuisine of the area and the company of your fellow tour members at a welcome dinner.
Hilton Garden Inn, Albuquerque  (B,D)
Friday, October 9th:

Breakfast at Hotel

Today you will learn why Albuquerque is called the Balloon Capitol of the World. If there is some problem with weather, we can enjoy the Balloon Fiesta activities on one of the next two days. Depart for an early morning transfer from the hotel to see the Dawn Patrol show in the Chasers Club. The Dawn Patrol began at Balloon Fiesta in 1978, when two California balloonists developed position lighting systems that allowed them to fly at 
Friday, Cont.

night. Dawn Patrol pilots take off in the dark and fly until it is light enough to see landing sites. Just at dawn when the winds are calmest, watch the mass ascension of Special Shape hot-air balloons (Special Shapes Rodeo) in a rainbow of colors and a variety of shapes at the world-famous Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta. The Special Shapes hot air balloons are one of the most popular events. After enjoying the ascension, we will travel to Acoma Pueblo for an included lunch and touring. The Pueblo offers a window in time where Native people carry on the customary traditions of their ancestors through Native American pottery making and tribal celebrations. Enjoy a guided tour of the Sky City Cultural Center followed by a visit to Haak’u Museum to view the exhibits, stunning Pueblo pottery and Southwest Indian art created by renowned Native American artists. Then we’ll continue back to Albuquerque to enjoy our city tour of Albuquerque, "The Jewel of the American Southwest." After our early morning you will enjoy late afternoon on your own to relax.
Hilton Garden Inn, Albuquerque, NM

(B,L)

Saturday, October 10th:

Breakfast at Hotel

This morning we will make our way into the majestic Sandia Mountains and climb aboard the Sandia Peak Aerial Tramway to the mountain's 10,378-foot summit, affording thrilling panoramic views of the city and the Rio Grande Valley. After soaking in at the top of the Sandia’s we will make our way into Albuquerque's Old Town. Old Town's tree-lined plaza and charming adobe buildings and churches are sure to delight the sightseer and the shopper! You will have time to shop, explore, relaxed and eat lunch on your own before our next adventure at the fascinating Indian Pueblo Cultural Center, which tells the story of New Mexico's Pueblo Indian culture, including authentic native art, craft, and dance demonstrations.  We will then venture back to the Balloon Fiesta grounds where we will enjoy a buffet dinner before our evening feature: The AfterGlow™ Fireworks Show. Balloon Fiesta launched its Balloon Glow the world's biggest in 1987. Fiesta Glow all burns when all the balloons fire their burners and light up at the same time are perhaps the most spectacular single moment in all of Balloon Fiesta. The Balloon Glows followed by New Mexico's most spectacular fireworks displays - are now among Balloon Fiesta's most popular events. (B,D) 
Sunday, October 11th:

Breakfast at Hotel

Depart for Santa Fe

Santa Fe awaits you this morning as you enjoy touring of this historic city including the Palace of Governors, seat of government for more than 300 years, St. Francis Cathedral and the lovely Loretto Chapel, a miniature replica of Saint-Chapelle in Paris. The afternoon is free to stroll through the Indian Market to shop for native arts and crafts, directly from the Indians who created them and to explore the many shops, art galleries and restaurants Santa Fe has to offer. What a delightful day you've spent here in New Mexico's capital city! Inn of the Governors, Santa Fe, NM (B, D) 
Monday, October 12th:

Breakfast at Hotel 

Depart for Chimayo

Depart for another day of exploration as you take the High Road to Taos. Visit Chimayo, where the descendants of Spanish weavers and woodcarvers still ply their crafts. After a stop to observe the artisans, travel the picturesque high road to the world class resort town of Taos. Founded in 1617 by the Spanish, Taos has kept its Spanish and Indian influences. You will visit Taos Indian Pueblo, a village that has been inhabited for more than 800 years, and whose adobe structures have changed little since the first Spanish explorers saw them in 1540's. You'll have a chance to wander the streets, enjoying the atmosphere and browsing at the offerings of many artists who have come here to capture the allure of this delightful place. In the afternoon, continue north into Colorado and arrive Great Sand Dunes National Park for sightseeing. The tallest dunes in North America are the centerpiece in a diverse landscape of grasslands, wetlands, conifer and aspen forests, alpine lakes, and tundra. Your overnight destination is the small town of Alamosa. After some time to freshen up, join the group for dinner at a local favorite restaurant. Hampton Inn & Suites, Alamosa, CO (B, D)
Tuesday, October 13th: 

Breakfast at Hotel

Depart for Canon City
After breakfast, enjoy a scenic drive north to Canõn City to board the Royal Gorge Route Railroad for a vintage train ride along the legendary Arkansas River deep within the Gorge. Lunch will be provided on board. In the afternoon, enjoy touring of Garden of the Gods. An abundance of plant and animal life can be found throughout its 1,340 acres, as well as the magnificent red sandstone rock formations, for which the Garden is best known. Arrive at your hotel in Colorado Springs for overnight. Drury Inn, Colorado Springs, CO (B, L) 
Wednesday, October 14th:

Breakfast at Hotel

Unfortunately, it is time to start the return journey eastward this morning.

After breakfast and check-out, say goodbye to your Western Leisure tour

director and depart Colorado Springs traveling north past Denver and then 
turning east on your way to Nebraska. After a stop for lunch along the way 
near Ogallala, arrive in North Platte for sightseeing of the Golden Spike 
Tower. The Golden Spike Tower offers guests a bird’s eye view of the 
World’s Largest Classification Yard. The Visitor Center features a courtyard 
proudly flying the 23 flags representing each state Union Pacific Railroad 
serves. Continue into Kearney and tour the Great Platte River Road 
Archway.  Described by the Miami Herald, this is a “splashy, brassy history 
museum that uses film, computer graphics, light and sound, life-size 
dioramas, re-enactors and classic cars to document over 150 years of 
transportation and communication across America.” The Archway brings the 
westward migration to life. After the tour we’ll enjoy a chuck wagon style 
dinner here! Country Inn & Suites or Similar, Kearney, NE (B, D)
Thursday, October 15th:

Breakfast at Hotel

Travel day to Moline IL
Hotel for the evening is the Hampton Inn, Moline, IL 
Friday, October 16th:

Breakfast at Hotel 

Travel Day back to Wisconsin 
12 Breakfasts, 2 Lunches, 6 Dinners 

 Dbl Occ.  $2,799/Triple Occ. $2,499/Quad (Not Avail) Single occ. $3,799
We will have snacks and beverages (water) available daily.  

All itineraries are subject to change.  Every attempt will be made to include all shows and sites mentioned within this itinerary.  At times, circumstances beyond our control such as lines, traffic, closures, weather and late arrivals can severely restrict timing and cause items to be excluded.  All timing, except scheduled appointments, is approximate.

Note:  At times Restaurant menus may change at the discretion of the Restaurant Management. These circumstances are beyond the control Babler Bus Service Inc.  
